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from the crown of England than kept in obedience only by:
force. Unwilling subjects are little better than enemies; it:
would be better not to have subjects at all, than to have
such as would be continually on the watch to seize the
opportunity of making themselves free. If this country
should attempt to coerce Ireland, and succeed in the attempt,
the consequence would be, that, at the breaking out of every
war with any foreign power, the first step must be to send
troops over to secure Ireland, instead of calling upon her to
give a willing support to the common cause."1
" Ireland had spoken out, and clearly and plainly stated
what she wanted; he would be as open with her, and though
he might perhaps have been better pleased, if the mode of
asking had been different, still he would meet her upon her
own terms, and give her everything she wanted, in the way
which she herself seemed  to wish for  it    She therefore
could have no reason to complain; the terms acceded to by
England, were proposed by herself, and all her wishes would
now be gratified in the way which she herself liked best.
But as it was possible, that if nothing more was to be done,
than what he had stated to be his intention, Ireland might
perhaps think of fresh grievances, and rise yearly in her
demands, it was fit and proper that something should be
now done towards establishing on a firm and solid basis the
future connection of the two kingdoms.    But that was not to
be proposed by him here in parliament; it would be the
duty of the crown to look to that; the business might be
first begun by his majesty's servants in Ireland; and if after-
wards it should be necessary to enter into a treaty, com-
missioners  might be sent from the British parliament, or
from the crown, to enter upon it, and bring the negotiation
to a happy issue, by giving  mutual  satisfaction to both
countries, and establishing a treaty which should be sancti-
fied by the most solemn forms of the constitutions of both
countries.
"Notwithstanding this country was parting with what
1 Speechest vol. ii. p. 62.